Epiphany 4 January 30th, 2022

Land Acknowledgement
For thousands of years, First Nations
people have walked on the lands that
we now call Canada; their relationship
with the land was, and remains today, at
the centre of their lives and spirituality.
In this holy time and place, we
acknowledge with respect that we
gather on the traditional, ancestral
territories of the Abenaki and Mohawk
first peoples.
May the living Christ lead us all on
pathways of reconciliation and peace.

Norval Morrisseau (1932-2007) from the Anishnabe First Nation,
is often called ”The Grandfather” of Canadian Indigenous art.
He was a residential school survivor and spent time in prison as a young
man. Indigenous people make up about 32 per cent of the federal prison
population, despite accounting for less than five per cent of the total
population. Indigenous women, meanwhile, account for 48 per cent of the
population in women's prisons. (CBC News, Dec. 18, 2021)

Hymn #383
1 Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun
doth its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.
2 People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
3 Blessings abound where e'er he reigns:
the prisoners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.
4 Let every creature rise and bring
peculiar honours to our King;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud Amen.
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Opening Prayers
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are
open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden; cleanse the
thoughts of hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for Regional Ministry
O God, you have called us together in
this Regional Ministry to bear witness to
your loving presence here in the Eastern
Townships. Scripture teaches us that
while we are many, we all make up one
body – the body of Christ. Fill us with
your Holy Spirit so that we may fulfill
the work you have given us to do in
this place; for the sake of Jesus Christ
and his Kingdom. Amen.

Our Collect
O God of all the prophets,
you knew us and chose us
before you formed us in the womb.
Fill us with faith that speaks your word,
hope that does not disappoint,
and love that bears all things for your sake,
until that day when we shall know you fully,
even as we are known by you. Amen.

Introductory Responses
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold;
God will help at the break of day.
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold;
God will help at the break of day.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
God will help at the break of day.
We will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths
of the sea. God will help at the break of day.
Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, what awesome
things he has done on earth.
God will help at the break of day.
“Be still and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
God will help at the break of day.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold;
God will help at the break of day.

Gloria!

1. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father; receive our prayer. Refrain.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the
Father. Amen. Refrain!

Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to
worship almighty God, let us with
penitent and obedient hearts confess
our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness
by God’s infinite goodness and mercy:
Most merciful God, we confess that we
have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbours as ourselves. We are
truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us, that
we may delight in your will, and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your
name. Amen.
May Almighty God have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all
goodness, and keep us in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you; I
appointed you a prophet to the nations."
Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know
how to speak, for I am only a boy."
But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a
boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and
you shall speak whatever I command you, Do not
be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD." Then the LORD put out his hand
and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me,
"Now I have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations and over
kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy
and to overthrow, to build and to plant."

The Child’s Bath
by Mary Cassatt

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not
have love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. But
as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease;
as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come
to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish
ways.
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.
Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully
known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest
of these is love.

“Heart of the World”
Odessa Children’s Hospital, Odessa, Ukraine

1 Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift of all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
2 Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.
3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.
(tune O Waly, Waly)

Luke 4:21-30
Then Jesus began to say to them, "Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." All
spoke well of him and were amazed at the
gracious words that came from his mouth. They
said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" He said to them,
"Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here
also in your hometown the things that we have
heard you did at Capernaum.'" And he said, "Truly
I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's
hometown. But the truth is, there were many
widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months,
and there was a severe famine over all the land;
yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a
widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also
many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except
Naaman the Syrian."
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were
filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which
their town was built, so that they might hurl him
off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of
them and went on his way.

Sermon by
Pamela Dillon

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is
worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

Prayers of the People
by Wendy Gardner and André Gagné

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has
taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que
ton nom soit sanctifié, que ton
règne vienne, que ta volonté soit
faite sur la terre comme au ciel.
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre
pain de ce jour. Pardonne-nous nos
offenses, comme nous pardonnons
aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés.
Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en
tentation mais délivre-nous du
mal. Car c’est à Toi
qu’appartiennent le règne, la
puissance et la gloire, pour les
siècles des siècles. Amen.

Closing Prayers
Perfect Light of revelation, as you shone in the life of Jesus,
whose epiphany we celebrate, so shine in us and through us,
that we may become beacons of truth and compassion,
enlightening all creation with deeds of justice and mercy.
Amen.
Glory to God, whose power working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen
Generous God, for all that sustains us; air to breath, warmth and light,
food to eat, water to drink, we offer our thanks and praise.
For spiritual gifts that bind us together;
one people, one body empowered for service, we offer our hands and voices.
For the Good News of the Gospel; healing and wholeness, freedom and justice
we offer our hearts in service. And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit be with us this day and always. Amen.

Hymn #485
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation;
Enter every trembling heart.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never,
Never more Thy temples leave.

Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
'Til in heaven we take our place,
'Til we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

