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A Service of Morning Prayer for

The Third Sunday after Epiphany
(23 January 2022)

A Prayer for Regional Ministry
O God, you have called us together
in this Regional Ministry to bear
witness to your loving presence here
in the Eastern Townships.
Scripture teaches us that while we are
many, we all make up one body —
the Body of Christ. Fill us with your
Holy Spirit so that we may fulfil the
work you have given us to do in this
place; for the sake of Jesus Christ and
his Kingdom.
Amen.

Hymn 5: Christ whose glory
fills the skies
1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise!
Triumph o'er the shades of night:
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.
2. Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day’s return
till thy mercy’s beams I see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes and warm my heart.

3. Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

Territorial Acknowledgment
For thousands of years, First Nations
people have walked on the lands that
we now call Canada; their relationship
with the land was, and remains today, at
the centre of their lives and spirituality.
In this holy time and place, we
acknowledge with respect that we
gather on the traditional, ancestral
territories of the Abanaki and Mohawk
First Peoples. We pray for a spirit of
truth and genuine reconciliation with
our indigenous brothers and sisters.
May the living Christ lead us
all on pathways of
reconciliation and peace.

Confession & Absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbour:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have
sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us
all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in
eternal life. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Let us pray,
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer
readily the call of our Saviour
Jesus Christ and proclaim to all
people the Good News of his
salvation, that we and the whole
world may perceive the glory of
his marvellous works; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before
the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the
law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the
priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the
first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the
book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he
opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the
great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up
their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord
with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from
the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that
the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of
them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength."

Psalm
19
The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the vault
of the sky reveals God’s handiwork.
One day speaks to another, and night shares its
knowledge with night.
And this without speech or language; their voices are
not heard.
But their sound goes out to all lands, their words
to the ends of the earth. Refrain.
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom from under the
canopy, like an athlete eager to run the race.
It’s rising is at one end of the sky, it runs the
course to the other, and there is nothing that is
hidden from its heat. Refrain.
God’s law is perfect, refreshing the soul
God’s instruction is sure, giving wisdom to the to
the simple.

God’s precepts are right, rejoicing the heart;
God’s commandment is pure, giving light to the
eyes.
God’s fear is clean, enduring forever,
God’s judgements are true, every one of them
righteous.
More desirable than gold, even much fine gold.
Sweeter than honey, pure honey from the comb.
Refrain.
By them is your servant warned,
For in keeping them there is great reward.
But who can discern unwitting sins.
O cleanse me from my secret faults.
Keep your servants also from presumptuous sins, lest
they get the better of me.
Then I shall be clean and innocent of great
offence. Refrain.

1 Corinthians 12:12-31
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of
many. If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would
say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make
it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are
many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need
of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary,
the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor,
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body,
giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing?
Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

Heaven shall not wait
(Iona Community)
1. Heaven shall not wait
For the poor to loose their patience,
The scorned to smile, the despised to find a
friend:
Jesus is Lord;
He has championed the unwanted;
In him injustice confronts its timely end.
2. Heaven shall not wait
For the rich to share their fortunes,
The proud to fall, the elite to tend the least;
Jesus is Lord;
He has shown the master’s privilege —
To kneel and wash servants’ feet before they feast.
3. Heaven shall not wait,
For the dawn of great ideas,
Thoughts of compassion divorced from cries of
pain:
Jesus is Lord;
He has married word and action;
His cross and company make his purpose plain.

4. Heaven shall not wait
For our legalised obedience,
Defined by statute, to strict conventions bound:
Jesus is Lord;
He has hallmarked true allegiance —
Goodness appears where his grace is sought and
found.
5. Heaven shall not wait
For triumphant Hallelujahs,
When earth has passed and we reach another
shore:
Jesus is Lord
In our present imperfection;
His power and love are for now and then for
evermore.

Luke 4:14-21
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee,
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding
country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,
he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his
custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found
the place where it was written: "The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.”
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and
sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing."

The Sermon

Archdeacon Tim Smart

Archdeacon Linda Borden-Taylor

Confession of Faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Led by Janet Allingham
(Ottawa)

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has
taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que
ton nom soit sanctifié, que ton
règne vienne, que ta volonté soit
faite sur la terre comme au ciel.
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre
pain de ce jour. Pardonne-nous nos
offenses, comme nous pardonnons
aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés.
Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en
tentation mais délivre-nous du
mal. Car c’est à Toi
qu’appartiennent le règne, la
puissance et la gloire, pour les
siècles des siècles. Amen.

Hymn 497: Eternal Ruler of
the Ceaseless Round
1. Eternal Ruler of the ceaseless round
of circling planets singing on their way;
guide of the nations from the night
profound
into the glory of the perfect day;
rule in our hearts, that we may ever be
guided and strengthened and upheld by
thee.
2. We are of thee, the children of thy love,
companions of thy well-belovèd Son;
descend, O Holy Spirit, like a dove,
into our hearts, that we may be as one:
as one with thee, to whom we ever tend;
as one with him, our pattern and our
friend.

3. We would be one in hatred of all wrong,
one in our love of all things sweet and fair,
one with the joy that rises into song,
one with the grief that no voice in prayer,
one in the power that makes thy children
free
to follow truth, and thus to follow thee.
4. O clothe us with thy heavenly armour,
Lord,
thy trusty shield, thy sword of love divine;
our inspiration be thy constant word;
we ask no victories that are not thine:
give or the shield of faith that we may be
steadfast, attentive, firm in serving thee.

Blessing & Dismissal
Life is short, and we do not have much
time to gladden the hearts of those who
walk the way with us; so let us be swift to
love and fast to show kindness. And the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you this
day, and always. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

