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Sunday Morning from the Eastern Townships - Pentecost 16 – September 12th, 2021
Welcome to our service; to those online and to those attending at Grace Church in Sutton!
Announcements
Land Acknowledgement
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on the lands that we now call Canada;
their relationship with the land was, and remains today, at the centre of their lives and
spirituality. In this holy time and place, we acknowledge with respect that we gather on the
traditional, ancestral territories of the Abenaki and Mohawk first peoples.
May the living Christ lead us all on pathways of reconciliation and peace.
Opening Hymn #256 in Common Praise
1 Yours the hand that made creation
Womb of every constellation.
Every species, every nation,
Glory to the Three in One.

3 Holy Wisdom, ever near us,
Tongue of fire, to teach all hearers,
Sanctify and guard and cheer us,
Glory to the Three in One.

2 Jesus from the first descending,
By your birth the broken mending,
Word of God the never ending,
Glory to the Three in One.
Opening Prayers
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hidden; cleanse the thoughts of hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
(from Psalm 148)
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike, old and young together!
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Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven. Praise the Lord!
(Today’s Collect) O God, Wisdom of the universe, you bear the pain and knows the hopes of
your people. Grant us the gift of wisdom, that we may discern your way and live justly and
graciously amid the struggles of this world. We ask this through Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Dear Friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and
invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Gloria!

CP #702

1. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father; receive our prayer. Refrain.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the
Father. Amen. Refrain!
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Proverbs 1:20-33
Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At the busiest corner she cries
out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: "How long, O simple ones, will you love being
simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? Give heed to
my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. Because I
have called and you refused, have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, and because you
have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, I also will laugh at your
calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, when panic strikes you like a storm, and your
calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. Then they will call
upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but will not find me. Because they
hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, would have none of my counsel, and
despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way and be sated with their
own devices. For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them; but
those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of disaster."
CP #392 Who Comes from God
Who comes from God, as Word and Breath?
Holy Wisdom.
Who holds the keys of life and death?
Mighty Wisdom:
Crafter and Creator too,
eldest, she makes all things new;
she completes what God would do,.
Wisest one, radiant one,
welcome, holy Wisdom!
2 Who lifts her voice for all to hear?
Joyful Wisdom.
Who shapes a thought and makes it clear?
Truthful Wisdom:
Teacher, drawing out our best,
magnifies what we invest,
names our truth, directs our quest.
Wisest one, radiant one,
welcome, holy Wisdom!

3 Whom should we seek with all our heart?
Loving Wisdom.
Who, once revealed, will not depart?
Faithful Wisdom.
Partner, Counselor, Comforter,
love has found none lovelier,
life is gladness lived with her.
Wisest one, radiant one,
welcome, holy Wisdom!

James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.
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So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set
ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a
world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire
by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has
been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue--a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this
ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish
water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt
water yield fresh.

Hymn #430
Will You Come and Follow Me
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Go Where You Don’t Know
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Let My Love Be Shown,
Will You Let My Name Be Known,
Will You Let My Life Be Grown
In You And You In Me?

Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Quell The Fear Inside
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found
To Reshape The World Around,
Through My Sight And Touch And Sound
In You And You In Me?

Will You Leave Yourself Behind
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Care For Cruel And Kind
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Risk The Hostile Stare
Should Your Life Attract Or Scare?
Will You Let Me Answer Prayer
In You And You In Me?

Lord, Your Summons Echoes True
When You But Call My Name.
Let Me Turn And Follow You
And Never Be The Same.
In Your Company I’ll Go
Where Your Love And Footsteps Show.
Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow
In You And You In Me.

Will You Let The Blinded See
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Set The Prisoners Free
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Kiss The Leper Clean,
And Do Such As This Unseen,
And Admit To What I Mean
In You And You In Me?
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Mark 8:27-38
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?"
Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone
about him. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." He called the crowd with his
disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels."
The Sermon: The Rev. Tim Smart
United Church Creed
We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond
death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s Prayer
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Prayers of the People – Tom Edmunds

And now, as our Saviour Christ has
taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que
ton nom soit sanctifié, que ton
règne vienne, que ta volonté soit
faite sur la terre comme au ciel.
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre
pain de ce jour. Pardonne-nous nos
offenses, comme nous pardonnons
aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés.
Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en
tentation mais délivre-nous du
mal. Car c’est à Toi
qu’appartiennent le règne, la
puissance et la gloire, pour les
siècles des siècles. Amen.

Hymn #537
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o'ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me,
Lo! It glows with peace and joy.
When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

The Blessing
The Dismissal
Next Sunday: September 19th at 10:30 am we gather for our Regional Service at St. James the
Apostle in Stanbridge East. After the service we’ll enjoy a light lunch together. Please bring your
own sandwich. Goodies, coffee and tea will be provided for us.

