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A Service of Morning Prayer for

The Fifth Sunday of Easter (2 May 2021)

A Prayer for Community
The night has passed, and the day lies
open before us; let us pray with one
heart and mind.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new
day, so may the light of your
presence, O God, set our hearts on
fire with love for you; now and for
ever.
May this time of Scripture, music,
and prayer inspire us in faith, and
embolden us in acts of love for your
world.
Amen

Territorial Acknowledgment
For thousands of years, First Nations
people have walked on the lands that
we now call Canada; their relationship
with the land was, and remains today, at
the centre of their lives and spirituality.
In this holy time and place, we
acknowledge with respect that we
gather on the traditional, ancestral
territories of the Abanaki and Mohawk
first peoples. We pray for a spirit of
truth and genuine reconciliation with
our indigenous brothers and sisters.
May the living Christ lead us
all on pathways of
reconciliation and peace.

Archeology exhibit at the Musee des Abenakis in
Odanak, Quebec

Hymn 237: Now the Green
Blade Rises
1. Now the green blade rises, from the
buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead
has been:
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
2. In the grave they laid Him, Love by
hatred slain,
Thinking that He never would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that
sleeps unseen:
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

3. Forth He came at Easter, like the
risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Raised from the dead, my living Lord
is seen:
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving,
or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare
have been:
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

Opening Responses
Lord, open our lips,
And our mouth shall proclaim
your praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever.
Amen.
Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord is risen
indeed!
O come, let us worship. Alleluia!

Gloria!

1. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father; receive our prayer. Refrain.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the
Father. Amen. Refrain!

Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of
the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go
over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to
get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb
silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.In his humiliation
justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is
taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came
to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent
me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Psalm 22

Refrain: The Lord is close to all who call
him.

Praise the Lord, you that fear him; O seed of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, O seed
of Israel. Refrain
For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor; neither has he hidden his face
from them; but when they cried to him he heard them. Refrain.
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; I will perform my vows in the presence
of those that fear you. The poor shall eat and be satisfied, those who seek the Lord shall
praise him; their hearts shall live for ever. Refrain
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the
nations shall bow down before him. For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and he rules over the
nations. Refrain
How can those who sleep in the earth bow down in worship, or those who go down to the
dust kneel before him. He has saved my life for himself, my descendants shall serve him; this
shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. They shall come and make known his
salvation, to a people yet unborn, declaring that he, the Lord, has done it. Refrain

1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into
the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in
us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and
do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.

Hymn 56: I am the bread
of life
1. I am the bread, the bread of Life;
who comes to me will never hunger.
I am the bread, the bread of heaven;
who feeds on me will never die.
And as you eat, remember me,
my body broken on the tree:
my life was given to set you free,
and I'm alive for evermore.
2. I am the vine, the living vine;
apart from me you can do nothing.
I am the vine, the real vine:
abide in me and I in you.
And as you drink, remember me,
my blood was shed upon the tree:
my life was given to set you free,
and I'm alive for evermore.

3. So eat this bread and drink this wine,
and as you do, receive this life of mine.
All that I am, I give to you,
that you may live for evermore.

John 15: 1-8
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide
in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples.”

The
Sermon

Lay Reader
Randy Gates

Confession of Faith
1. We believe in God the Father,
God Almighty by whose plan,
earth and heaven sprang to being,
all created things began.
We believe in Christ the Saviour,
Son of God in human frame,
virgin-born, the child of Mary,
upon whom the Spirit came.
2. Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
like a lamb to slaughter led,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
he descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
heaven’s king to rule and reign,
to the Father’s side ascended
‘Till as judge he comes again.

3. We believe in God the Spirit;
in one Church, below, above:
Saints of God in one
communion, one in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Saviour, Lord, and friend,
we shall rise with him in glory
to the life that knows no end.

The Prayers
of the People

Led by Kate Murray
(Foster)

The Collect of the Day
O loving God, keeper of
the vineyard, support your
people by your Holy Spirit,
so that we may bring forth
the fruits of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ, the
eternal vine.
Amen. Alleluia!

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has
taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen. Alleluia!

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que
ton nom soit sanctifié, que ton
règne vienne, que ta volonté soit
faite sur la terre comme au ciel.
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre
pain de ce jour. Pardonne-nous nos
offenses, comme nous pardonnons
aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés.
Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en
tentation mais délivre-nous du
mal. Car c’est à Toi
qu’appartiennent le règne, la
puissance et la gloire, pour les
siècles des siècles. Amen.
Alleluia!

Hymn 438: O Jesus, I have
promised
1. O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me,
my Master and my Friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if thou wilt be my guide.

3. O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,
that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;
and, Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end!
O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.

2. O let me feel thee near me:
the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer
and shield my soul from sin.

4. O let me see thy footmarks
and in them plant mine own:
my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone.
O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;
and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my Friend.

Dismissal and Grace
May the presence of the risen Christ
inflame you in faith, and inspire you
in acts of love; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit be upon you this
day and remain with you always.
Amen. Alleluia!
Jesus is the vine, and we are his
branches in the world. Go in peace,
to love and serve the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Alleluia!

