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A Service of Morning Prayer for

Easter Sunday (4 April 2021)

Territorial Acknowledgment
For thousands of years, First Nations
people have walked on the lands that
we now call Canada; their relationship
with the land was, and remains today, at
the centre of their lives and spirituality.
In this holy time and place, we
acknowledge with respect that we
gather on the traditional, ancestral
territories of the Abanaki and Mohawk
first peoples. We pray for a spirit of
truth and genuine reconciliation with
our indigenous brothers and sisters.
May the living Christ lead us
all on pathways of
reconciliation and peace.

“Easter” by Roy Vickers (1985)

Hymn 203: Jesus Christ is
Risen Today
1. Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, alleluia!
who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia!
unto Christ our heavenly King, alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
3. But the pains which he endured, alleluia!
our salvation have procured, alleluia! no︎
abo︎ve the sky︎ he︎s king, allel︎uia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Opening Responses
Dear friends in Christ,
On this most holy day, when our Lord Jesus Christ was
raised to life in eternal victory over death, the Church
invites her children throughout the world to come
together in celebration and prayer to acclaim, through
our very life and being, the glory of His Resurrection.
We remember Christ’︎s suffering and death upon the
cross, but with hope and joy that death and darkness
will never have the final say, but that we shall
overcome, through Him who overcame death for all.
Let us pray:
Father, we share in the light of your glory through
your Son, the light of the world. Sanctify this new fire,
and inflame us with new hope. Purify our minds by
this Easter celebration and bring us one day to the
feast of eternal light. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen. Alleluia!

Opening Responses
Lord, open our lips,
And our mouth shall proclaim
your praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever.
Amen.
Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord is risen
indeed!
O come, let us worship. Alleluia!

Gloria!

1. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father; receive our prayer. Refrain.
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the
Father. Amen. Refrain!

Acts 10:34-43
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other
Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and
does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name."

Psalm 118
1. O give thanks to the Lord
for he is good: and his loving
mercy never fails. Let every
son of Israel say: that his
love endures forever. Refrain
2. Victorious is the Lord’s
right hand: the Lord’s right
hand has raised me up. I
shall not die, but live: and
declare the works of the
Lord. Refrain.

3. The stone which the
builders refused: has become
the chief cornerstone. This is
the Lord’s work, and it is
marvellous in our eyes.
Refrain.

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news
that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in
which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed
to you--unless you have come to believe in vain.
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in
turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still
alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born,
he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am,
and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it was
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then
it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to
believe.

Hymn 205: The Day of
Resurrection
1. The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad,
the passover of gladness, the passover of God!
From death to life eternal,
from earth unto the sky,
our Christ hath brought us over with hymns
of victory.
2. Our hearts be pure from evil, that we
may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal
of resurrection light,
and, listen to his accents,
may hear so calm and plain
his own ︎All Hail!︎ and, hearing,
may raise the victor strain.

3. Now let the heavens be joyful;
let earth her song begin;
The round world keep high triumph, and all
that is therein.
Let all things seen and unseen
their notes of gladness bend,
for Christ the Lord is risen,
our joy that hath no end.

John 20: 1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out
of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple
set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying
there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that
he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping
outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the
Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

The Easter
Sermon

Archdeacon
Tim Smart

Lord, we died with you on
the cross.
Now we are raised to new
life.
We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your
resurrection.
Live in us, that we may live in
you. Amen. Alleluia!

Confession of Faith
1. We believe in God the Father,
God Almighty by whose plan,
earth and heaven sprang to being,
all created things began.
We believe in Christ the Saviour,
Son of God in human frame,
virgin-born, the child of Mary,
upon whom the Spirit came.
2. Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
like a lamb to slaughter led,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
he descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
heaven’s king to rule and reign,
to the Father’s side ascended
‘Till as judge he comes again.

3. We believe in God the Spirit;
in one Church, below, above:
Saints of God in one
communion, one in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Saviour, Lord, and friend,
we shall rise with him in glory
to the life that knows no end.

The Prayers of the People
Led by Beverly SuttonBrown (Grace Church,
Sutton)

The Collect of the Day
Lord of life and power,
through the mighty
resurrection of your Son,
you have overcome the old
order of sin and death and
have made all things new in
him. May we, being dead to
sin and alive to you in Jesus
Christ, reign with him in glory,
who with you and the Holy
Spirit is alive, one God, now
and for ever. Amen. Alleluia!

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has
taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen. Alleluia!

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que
ton nom soit sanctifié, que ton
règne vienne, que ta volonté soit
faite sur la terre comme au ciel.
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre
pain de ce jour. Pardonne-nous nos
offenses, comme nous pardonnons
aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés.
Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en
tentation mais délivre-nous du
mal. Car c’est à Toi
qu’appartiennent le règne, la
puissance et la gloire, pour les
siècles des siècles. Amen.
Alleluia!

Hymn 239: Jesus lives!
Thy terrors now
1. Jesus lives! Thy terrors now
can no more, O death, appal us.
Jesus lives! By this we know
thou, O grave, canst not enthral us.
Alleluia!
2. Jesus lives! Henceforth is death
but the gate of life immortal;
this shall calm our trembling breath
when we pass its gloomy portal.
Alleluia!
3. Jesus lives! For us he died;
then, alone to Jesus living,
pure in heart may we abide,
glory to our Saviour giving.
Alleluia!

4. Jesus lives! Our hearts know well
nought from us his love shall sever;
life, nor death, nor powers of hell
tear us from his keeping ever.
Alleluia!

Dismissal and Grace
Alleluia! May the peace of the risen
Christ, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his
son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you and
remain with you all. Amen. Alleluia!
Go in peace, to love and serve the risen
Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

