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A Prayer for Community

Lent is a journey of  return to God. 

Almighty and ever living God, you invite us 
deeper into your world, your people, your 
Lent.  May this be a season of  outward 
focus, seeking you in those places and 
people we all too often neglect or forget.  

May our time together of  music, prayer and 
scripture reading inspire us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage, and send us out renewed and 
refreshed for service; may we become 
beacons of  truth and compassion, hope 
and peace, to the world that God so loves.

Amen.



Hymn 564: Lead Us, Heavenly 
Father, Lead Us

1. Lead us, heavenly father, lead us 
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
For we have no help but thee; 
Yet possessing every blessing 
If  our God our Father be. 

2.  Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us; 
All out weakness thou dost know; 
Thou didst tread this earth before us, 
Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
Lone and dreary, faint and weary, 
Through the desert thou didst go. 

3.  Spirit of  our God, descending,  
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy; 
Thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
Nothing can our peace destroy. 



Territorial Acknowledgment 
For thousands of  years, First Nations 
people have walked on the lands that 
we now call Canada; their relationship 
with the land was, and remains today, at 
the centre of  their lives and spirituality.  

In this holy time and place, we 
acknowledge with respect that we 
gather on the traditional, ancestral 
territories of  the Abanaki and Mohawk 
first peoples.  We pray for a spirit of  
truth and genuine reconciliation with 
our indigenous brothers and sisters.

May the living Christ lead us 
all on pathways of  
reconciliation and peace.



Confession & Absolution
Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship 
almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by 
God’s infinite goodness and mercy:  

          Most merciful God, we confess that we       
          have sinned against you in thought,  
          word, and deed, by what we have done  
          and by what we have left undone.  We  
          have not loved you with our whole            
          heart; we have not loved our neighbours  
          as ourselves.  We are truly sorry, and we  
          humbly repent.  For the sake of  your  
          Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and  
          forgive us, that we may delight in your            
          will, and walk in your ways, to the glory                      
          of  your name.  Amen. 

May Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and 
deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us 
in all goodness, and keep us in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



Opening Responses
Lord, open our lips, 
         And our mouth shall proclaim  
         your praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 
         O Lord, make haste to help      
         us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
         as it was in the beginning, is  
         now, and will be for ever.   
         Amen. 

The mercy of  the Lord is everlasting: 
         O come, let us worship.  





Genesis 9:8-17
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, 
I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that 
is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of  the earth with you, as many as came out of  
the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off  by the waters of  a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” God said, “This is the sign of  the covenant that I 
make between me and you and every living creature that 
is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow 
in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of  the covenant 
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember 
my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of  all flesh; and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of  all 
flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is 
the sign of  the covenant that I have established between 
me and all flesh that is on the earth.”



Psalm  
25

Show me your ways, O Lord: 
And teach me your paths. 
Lead me forth in your truth: 
For you are God my saviour.   
Refrain 

Good and righteous is the Lord: 
He brings back those who stray. 
He guides the meek in his ways  
And shows his paths to the lowly.  
Refrain

All his ways are mercy and truth: 
For those who are faithful  
to his word. 
To those who love him, he reveals 
his mind: 
And shows them all his will.   
Refrain 



1 Peter 3:18-22
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 
to bring you to God. He was put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 
which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who 
in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of  Noah, 
during the building of  the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you-- not as a 
removal of  dirt from the body, but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of  God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him.



Hymn 533: Jesus, Lover of  My Soul
1. Jesus, lover of  my soul,  
let me to thy bosom fly,  
while the nearer waters roll,  
while the tempest still is high;  
hide me, O my Savior, hide,  
till the storm of  life is past;  
safe into the haven guide,  
O receive my soul at last!  

2. Other refuge have I none;  
hangs my helpless soul on thee;  
leave, ah! leave me not alone,  
still support and comfort me.  
All my trust on thee is stayed,  
all my help from thee I bring;  
cover my defenseless head  
with the shadow of  thy wing.  

3. Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 
more than all in thee I find! 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is thy name; 
I am all unrighteousness: 
false and full of  sin I am 
thou art full of  truth and grace. 

4. Plenteous grace with thee is found,  
grace to cover all my sin;  
let the healing streams abound;  
make and keep me pure within.  
Thou of  life the fountain art;  
freely let me take of  thee;  
spring thou up within my heart,  
rise to all eternity. 



Mark 1:9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth 
of  Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up 
out of  the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him 
out into the wilderness. He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; 
and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came 
to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of  
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of  God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.”



The Sermon                                         Archdeacon Tim Smart



Confession of  Faith
1. We believe in God the Father,  
God Almighty by whose plan,  
earth and heaven sprang to being,  
all created things began.  
We believe in Christ the Saviour,  
Son of  God in human frame,  
virgin-born, the child of  Mary,  
upon whom the Spirit came.  

2. Christ, who on the cross forsaken,  
like a lamb to slaughter led,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he descended to the dead.  
We believe in Jesus risen,  
heaven’s king to rule and reign,  
to the Father’s side ascended  
‘Till as judge he comes again.  

3. We believe in God the Spirit; 
in one Church, below, above: 
Saints of  God in one 
communion, one in holiness and love. 
So by faith, our sins forgiven, 
Christ our Saviour, Lord, and friend,  
we shall rise with him in glory 
to the life that knows no end.  



Prayers of  the People

Led by Sandra Fortier, 

St. James the Apostle (Stanbridge 
East) 



The Collect of  the Day
Spirit of  the desert, 
You drove Jesus to the edge 
of  the world to seek your 
truth and find his calling: 
scour our hearts and awaken 
our hunger, so that freed 
from empty clinging we may 
serve only you and the 
Creator; through Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of  the wilds.  

Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer
Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, que 
ton nom soit sanctifié, que ton 
règne vienne, que ta volonté soit 
faite sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre 
pain de ce jour. Pardonne-nous nos 
offenses, comme nous pardonnons 
aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés. 
Et ne nous laisse pas entrer en 
tentation mais délivre-nous du 
mal. Car c’est à Toi 
qu’appartiennent le règne, la 
puissance et la gloire, pour les 
siècles des siècles.  Amen. 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has 
taught us, we are bold to pray,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 



Hymn 631: The Kingdom of  God 
Is Justice and Joy.

1. The kingdom of  God is justice 
and joy; 
For Jesus restores what sin would 
destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we 
know; 
And here and hereafter the kingdom 
shall grow. 

2. The kingdom of  God is mercy 
and grace; 
The captives are freed, the sinners 
find place, 
The outcast are welcomed God's 
banquet to share; 
And hope is awakened in place of  
despair. 

3. The kingdom of  God is challenge 
and choice: 
Believe the good news, repent and 
rejoice! 
God's love for us sinners brought 
Christ to his cross: 
Our crisis of  judgement for gain or 
for loss. 

4. God's kingdom is come, the gift 
and the goal; 
In Jesus begun, in heaven made 
whole. 
The heirs of  the kingdom shall 
answer his call; 
And all things cry "Glory!" to God 
all in all. 



Blessing and Dismissal

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to take up your cross, and follow him; and 
the blessing of  God almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you 
this day and evermore.   Amen. 

Go forth in the name of  Christ. 
                                    Amen. 


